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Bordner: Impossible

Werlin, Nancy. Impossible. Dial, 2008. ISBN 9780803730021. $17.99. 376 p.
Reviewer: Larysa Bordner
Reading Level: Young Adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Fantasy fiction;
Subject: Magic--Juvenile fiction; Elves--Juvenile fiction; Pregnancy--Juvenile fiction; Books-Reviews;
Lucy seems to have a fairly normal life--minus the fact that she lives with foster parents,
Soledad and Leo, and her birth mother Miranda went crazy at Lucy's birth and has rarely been
involved in her life since that time. When Lucy turns seventeen years old, it becomes clear that
there is a family history that she knows very little about--all of the women have had baby girls at
eighteen and then have gone crazy shortly after the babies’ births. Lucy has to solve the puzzle of
her past, and her only sources of information are her mother's diary and the song, "Scarborough
Fair." Using these, Lucy must complete three impossible tasks to earn the right to keep her mind
or go crazy trying. Thankfully, she has Soledad, Leo, and her best friend Zach to help her.
Together this family learns that love, imagination, and hard work can overcome their greatest
challenges.
Werlin creates a world of mystery and magic in Impossible that is so realistic, it gives the
impression that it could all, in fact, happen. There is also a beautiful love story included within
the overall plot of the impossible tasks. Werlin constructs a classic example of good verses evil.
The "good" characters are perfect and realistic representations of what good should look and act
like. Readers should be aware that sexual situations are included in this story, and although these
situations come to have a pertinent part in the plot, they may be uncomfortable and inappropriate
for younger audiences. Overall, this uplifting story shows how to gracefully face and overcome
challenges--real or mystical.
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